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Minnesota United 
midfielder Jan Gregus 
adds a new spin on the 
quarantine requirements 


of practice 


Vets now face new enemy 


Memorial Day takes 
on added meaning 
in coronavirus era 


By R.J. Rico 


Associated Press 


One was a 94-year-old veteran of 
World War II who was the first of his 
11 brothers to enlist in the military. 
One was a Vietnam veteran who 
lost his leg overseas and was always 
touched when people thanked him 
for his service. Another was drafted 


into the military at 18 and was 
awarded a Purple Heart. 

They are among the untold num- 
ber of veterans who served and sur- 
vived during times of war only to 
die in recent weeks from the corona- 
virus. 

This year’s Memorial Day will pay 
tribute not only to those who died on 
the battlefield but more recent fall- 
en soldiers. And in a reminder of the 
way coronavirus has transformed 
American lives and traditions, many 
of the usual Memorial Day gather- 
ings have been either canceled or 
curtailed — mindful of the pandemic 
that has already killed more than 


90,000 people in the U.S. 

Its making the situation even 
more painful for the relatives of 
those veterans who have died from 
the virus. 


HE SURVIVED ENEMY 
FIRE IN VIETNAM 


Robert Hopp was one of at least 79 
residents of a veterans home in 
Paramus, N.J., to die from COVID- 
19, making the state-run facility one 
of the nation’s worst hot spots for 
the virus. 
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vaccine 
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Florence Hopp, left, holds a photograph last week of herself and her 
husband Robert Hopp as her son J.J. Brania-Hopp holds the flag the 
military presented to them after Robert’s death in April from COVID-19. 


Meet the Swab Squad 


Phlebotomists — nurses trained to draw blood — have 
become virus testers, and are among the unsung front-line 
workers fighting COVID-19 for the most vulnerable 


By Frederick Melo è fmelo@pioneerpress.com 


On a good day, when she’s working with 
staff at nursing homes and care facilities, 
Casey Block can swab 55 residents in a shift, 
sticking a testing tool deep up their nose and 


then some. 


She still found time on a recent day to help a 
confused elderly woman in a memory care 
unit find a misplaced shoe among her things. 

“They’re isolated, they’re alone, they’re 
said Block, an M Health Fairview 


scared,” 


phlebotomist who has been retrained to test 


residents at care facilities for coronavirus. 

Other than limited interactions with staff or 
window and online chats with family, most 
residents haven’t had a social visitor since 
early March. Block, who has drawn blood 
samples from many of the same residents for 
years, tries to fill the void as best she can in 
the time she has with them. 

“We know their grandkids’ names. We 
know their sons’ and daughters’ names,” 
Block said. “They’re really wanting human 


PHOTOS BY JOHN AUTEY / PIONEER PRESS 
From left, Melissa Rist, lab technologist; Tonya Heller, lab care technician; Vickie Kurschner, phlebotomist; Casey Block, lab care technician; and 
Ashly Carey, lab care technician, all members of the M Health Fairview Swab Squad, talk last week in front of St. Joseph Hospital in St. Paul. 
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Melissa Rist holds a swab kit used to test for 
the COVID-19 virus. 


Minnesota 
virus cases 


top 20K, 
869 deaths 


Numbers continue 
to rise as private 

lab testing ramps up 
By Christopher Magan 


cmagan@pioneerpress.com 


Minnesota’s laboratory-con- 
firmed coronavirus cases sur- 
passed 20,000 Sunday with 728 new 
infections being reported by the 
state Department of Health. 

Another 17 COVID-19 fatalities 
were also reported, bringing the 
state’s death toll to 869. Those who 
died ranged in age from their 50s 
to their 90s, and 13 were residents 
of congregate care facilities. 

The coronavirus has been found 
in all but three of Minnesota’s 87 
counties. There are 20,573 labora- 
tory-confirmed cases, but health 
officials believe it is much more 


widespread. 
Sixty-eight percent of people 
with confirmed cases — 14,115 


patients — have recovered enough 
to no longer need to be isolated. 

There were 553 people hospital- 
ized with 207 in critical condition 
as of late Saturday afternoon. 
Since the outbreak began, 2,588 
patients — about 13 percent of all 
confirmed cases — have required 
hospital care. 

Minnesota has ramped up test- 
ing throughout the month of May. 
More than 8,400 test results were 
reported Sunday and nearly 
200,000 patient samples have been 
screened since local testing 
became available in March. 

Most tests are done by private 
labs. The state is partnering with 
the Mayo Clinic and the University 
of Minnesota to continue to 
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Stranded Minnesota woman adjusts 


She went to Argentina in February for a funeral, then coronavirus hit 


By Isabel Saavedra-Weis 


isaavedra-weiss@pioneerpress.com 


Christine Catlin, 24, arrived in 
Catamarca, Argentina, on Feb. 29 
for the funeral of her friend, 
Gaston. She planned on being 
there for just a few weeks. She’s 
been stuck there ever since. 

The plan was for the Arden Hills 


TwinCitiesecom 


today. 


native to return to Minnesota 


transportation and commercial 


afterward. But the coronavirus 
began its lethal spread and over 
the next few weeks cities and 
countries across the globe began 
to shut down and restrict travel. 
Getting home now is filled with 
expensive obstacles. She’d have 
to find her way — during a strict 
national lockdown, with no 


Find out what our photographers have their eye on 


airlines grounded — to a US. 
Embassy flight more than 700 
miles away for a $1,700 seat on a 
weekly flight. 

“At the beginning, I felt like I was 
going insane,” Catlin said this past 
week. 
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Holiday weekend beach 
crowds trigger warnings 


By Curt Anderson 
and Brian Mahoney 
Associated Press 


ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. — The 
Memorial Day weekend marking 
the unofficial start of summer in 
the U.S. meant big crowds at 
beaches and warnings from 
authorities Sunday about people 
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disregarding the coronavirus 
social-distancing rules and risking 
a resurgence of the disease that 
has killed nearly 100,000 Ameri- 
cans. 

Meanwhile, the White House 
broadened its travel ban against 
countries hard hit by the virus by 


WEEKEND CROWDS, 4A 


